
On Saturday, February 2, New Visions Gallery held its fundraising event, Fun d’Arts at the
Holiday Inn and Convention Center. Marshfield Savings Bank is a regular supporter and
several employees were in attendance. This year’s theme was inspired by New Visions’
Australian Aboriginal art collection gifted by Robert and Barbara Bomberg. Fabulous
foods, upbeat music and an auction with several unique items topped off the evening. QUARTERLY
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HOLIDAY HOURS
We will be closed Good Friday, March 21st in 
the lobby from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We will be closed Memorial Day, May 26, 2008

Remember we have 24 hour banking with our
telebanking line (1-800-671-0942), ACCESS
online banking (www.marshfieldbank.com or
www.forwardfinancialbank.com) and two ATMs.
We are available to you 365 days a year. 
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The following organizations received donations from Marshfield Savings Bank. Our Charitable Contributions Committee meets monthly
and handles the decisions of donating funds to our local charities and non-profits. We feel strongly about supporting the local groups
that do so much for all of us.

� American Cancer Society
� American Field Service
� American Legion Baseball
� FCCLA
� Greenwood Chamber
� Greenwood Santa Visit Fund
� Hannah Center
� MACCI Agri-Business Committee

� Marshfield Area Habitat for Humanity
� Marshfield Area Healthy Lifestyles
� Marshfield Baseball Association
� New Visions Art Gallery
� Palm Sunday Concert
� St. Vincent De Paul Outreach
� Shrine Circus
� Stratford Heritage Days

� Thorp Cardinals
� Thorp FFA
� Thorp Jaycees
� Thorp Junior Achievement
� Wildwood Zoological Society
� Wisconsin Agribusiness Council
� Wisconsin Public Television
� Wood County Department Social Services
� University Foundation

Go Cardinals! Go Indians!
Forward Financial Bank showed
their school pride by taking part in
a friendly competition between the

Greenwood and Thorp basketball teams when
they played each other in regular regulation
play on January 10th and February 17th.
Everyone that attended the games in both
Greenwood and in Thorp was treated to free
admission and a coupon for a free bag of 
popcorn. Although the Thorp
Cardinals swept both of the
games, it was a fun and enjoyable
time for all who attended.

Forward Financial Bank believes in the 
importance of community involvement.
Participation in school activities is just one
way that the bank can be involved. We look
forward to many new opportunities to give to
our Thorp and Greenwood neighbors!

MYSA Soccer Tournament
Marshfield Savings Bank is the proud 
co-sponsor of the third annual MYSA
(Marshfield Youth Soccer Association)
Indoor Soccer Tournament that was held
on Sunday, March 9th at the Marshfield
High School. Over 53 teams from around
our area came and participated in the 3 x 3
games. A large group of volunteers helped
in the organizing, concession sales and
scoring. MYSA is a growing organization
with 220 kids that actively play soccer.
Being an active member of the community
is very important to
Marshfield Savings
Bank. We look for-
ward to the coming
soccer season and
supporting MYSA! Marshfield Youth Soccer

Going Green for a Better
Future in Marshfield
Marshfield Savings Bank will be a partici-
pant in 2008 Business Expo to be held
April 3rd, 2008.

This years theme is “Green Makes Cents”
and we as a bank will be working in the
future to be more economically GREEN for
our customers’ and our earth - doing our
part to make Marshfield a better place to
live and work.

Stop by and visit us at our booth!

Business Expo
Thursday, April 3rd, 2008
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center
750 South Central Avenue, Marshfield

Green
makes cent$

If one actually had the answer to this age old
question, life would be different. It said that
we should never talk abut politics and 
religion, and now perhaps interest rates.
Understanding, why when the fed rates are
down, the mortgage lending rates are up, or
why the savings rates seem to be dropping
beyond control is a difficult concept.
The interest rate of 15, 20, and 30 year loans
are based on competing investment options
like stocks. When the Fed Funds rate is cut, it
signals the stock market with an “all is well”
from the Fed. When stocks become more
attractive to investors, money is pulled out of
the mortgage backed securities and bond
market (markets typically used by investors
when “all is not going well”) and placed in the
stock market.
As this happens, stock returns become more
enticing while current fixed rate investments
lose their appeal. In return, this lowers the
demand for mortgage backed securities and
bonds. Those issuing bonds and mortgage
backed security investment need to entice
investors back with higher yields...so the
rates on mortgage loans rise. Bottom line, the
future of mortgage rates is in the hands of the
bond markets and its investors but, the real
question is, just what direction will the future
take us?
Savings rates on the other hand are certainly
more than a challenging component of the
markets. Those with money to invest have not
recently seen any rates that have been 
inviting. Unlike mortgage rates, the Fed rate
has a much closer connection to change in

savings rates. As the Feds cut rates, 
traditionally the savings rates follow suit.
Over the past few months we have seen 
several significant rate cuts offered up by the
Feds to try and spur the economy on. If the
Feds hold true to their promise, we will more
than likely see rates decrease further in the
coming months. What this means in return is
yet another dip in savings rates.
The issue becomes, how far can the savings
rate drop? This question yet again, is unknown.
Only as far as the Feds decide to lower rates
may we continue to see reductions in savings
rates. As with any good savings plan, it is
important that you seek diversification in your
savings with the use of several options. In
times of uncertain savings rates having a 
balance in investment options is your best
guard against fluctuating savings rates.
Having said all that, the mystery of rates is
destined to continue. Whether you are a saver
or home owner looking for the best mortgage
loan rate, being aware of what the interest
rate forecast is, will help each of us to better
plan for our future. Be a wise consumer and
be informed of what the markets are doing.
Call one of our personal bankers today with
questions regarding our banking products
and services that may better meet your 
financial needs.
Best Regards,

TODD M. DIEDRICH
Senior Vice President




